
2017 Silent Auction “Bird Chalet” 
donated by Wild Birds Unlimited, 
Chesterfield. 

One of the highlights of the International Migratory Bird Day Celebration, 
May 5, was the release of this Summer Tanager patient by Laura, a St. Louis 
County Park Ranger, who joined us for the event. See the Calendar on p 3 for 
opportunities in August to tour WBR. 
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Trivia Night & Silent Auction, 

Friday December 7 
Join us for a fun evening at Wild Bird Rehabilitation’s major 

fundraising event of the year.  Have a great time with 

friends and family while helping area birds!  This event, held 

at the Kirkwood Community Center, also provides the 

opportunity to shop for magnificent auction items and 

experiences.  

 

We’re celebrating our 25th Anniversary this year and have 

special events planned!  You’ll have the opportunity to 

“Rent a Genius” to help your table score the top prize. The 

silent auction begins at 6 pm and Trivia starts at 7 pm.  

Trivia teams consist of ten 

members and cash is awarded 

to first and second place 

teams.   

 

Last year was an early sellout 
so we urge you to purchase 
your tickets today at 
www.wildbirdrehab.org/trivia-
registration. You can register 
online with a credit card or 
print the Table Registration 
Form and mail with your 
check. We also have an 
opportunity for you to 
“congratulate WBR” on 25 
years of service to the 
community by making a 
special donation and your name will be  included in the 
event program. Email wbrtrivia@gmail.com if you have 
questions about a donation or sponsorship opportunities.   
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Northern Cardinal nestlings share a "berry basket" nest.. They 
are in the incubator to stay warm since mom isn't around to 
keep them warm  

Thank You for your support! 

WBR is supported totally by your donations and receives no 

federal or state funding. 

Wild Bird Chatter 

A Flyover View of Bird Care at WBR 
Wild Bird Rehabilitation is the only facility solely devoted to the care of native songbirds in 

the state of Missouri.  As our volunteers and staff will tell you there is no simple handbook to 

guide you.  We frequently network with rehabbers in other states to share practices and 

procedures and discover techniques that have been successful. 

As you probably know from observing 

birds at your feeders as well as birds 

that don’t come to your feeder, birds 

have preferences.  At WBR we have 

the “Diet Card” which identifies the 

bird’s diet and is attached to the 

exterior of the cage. While the 

American Robin is served a bowl of 

earthworms in dirt, Eastern Bluebirds 

are fed mealworms.  

The baby birds pass through various 

dietary stages and their “nest” is 

adapted as they grow and develop.  

The container size is expanded until 

they eventually reside in a large area (generally the Aviary) that allows them to test their 

flight skills before release.  The bowls and perches are continually adjusted as the “baby” 

grows. 

Though often we receive entire families of baby birds, it’s also the case that single birds may 

be found and brought to WBR.  Whenever possible lone birds are added to a family or paired 

with another loner. With this arrangement they can learn from each other and this also 

instills a sense of competition, which is critical when they are released and required to 

forage for food. To match up birds, temperament is important and this is usually done with 

birds of the same species. 

Since the end goal is to release the bird back to its native environment WBR patients must 

acquire the skills necessary for survival: the ability to fly and feed themselves. This may 

sound basic but without mom to train them they are at a definite disadvantage. At WBR, 

we’re doing everything we can to prepare them for their future in their native habitat 

despite their separation from their parents.  See p.3 for pointers on what to do if you find a 

bird. 

 

Wild Bird  

Rehabilitation 

9624 Midland Blvd 

Overland, Mo 63114 

(314) 426-6400 

Please call before you bring 
in a bird 

 Hours of Operation  
Daily 

9am-7pm 

 

www.wildbirdrehab.org 

          
 

   
Wild Bird 

Rehabilitation’s mission 
is to ensure survival of 

native songbirds 
through professional 

medical care and 
education regarding 

their value and needs. 
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Red-bellied Woodpecker hatchlings – we’re keeping them warm 

in the incubator. 
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In Honor of…In Memory of 
 

In Honor of Mr 
Quackers 
Alan Prage 
 
In Honor of John 
Ewen 
Linda Isbell 
 
In Honor of 
Carol Epstein 
Marlys Schuh 
 
In Honor of 
Champ, the 
Goldfinch 
Teresa Conner 
 

In Honor of Callie 
Virginia Findlay 
 

In Memory of Carl A. 
Schneider 
Charlene Schneider 
 
In Memory of Rose 
Framer 
Linda Sosna 
 
In Memory of Bill Bolen 
Penny Christoffel 
 
In Memory of 
Hubertine and  
all our other feathered 
friends 
Natalie & Micah Gerke 
Richardson 

In Memory of Bob, the 
best cat ever 
Karen & Carol 
 
In Memory of Babe 
Lisa Mueller 
 
In Memory of Clem, my 
friend 
Denise McCormick 
 
In Memory of Chiquita 
Linda Finkes 
 
In Memory of Blossom 
Sally McLees 

Include Wild Bird Rehabilitation in your estate plan and extend your legacy for years to come while helping to 
promote the welfare of native wild songbirds. 

 

Best of Missouri Award 
The State of Missouri recently honored Wild Bird Rehabilitation by 

awarding the “The Best of Missouri” designation at a public ceremony in 

Jefferson City! “This is a real honor” says Leslie Wainwright, Board 

President.  In addition, the House of Representatives passed a resolution 

congratulating WBR on 25 years of service to the community and 

surrounding areas and the Senate issued a proclamation honoring WBR.  

 

 Help!  I found a Bird!      
Our Call Center answers phone calls to WBR so 

volunteers and staff can concentrate on caring for 

birds. If you find a bird that may need care, don’t 

hesitate to call (314-426-6400) for 

help or advice. Here are some of 

their recommendations: 

If there is blood or other signs of 

injury the bird will need to be 

brought to WBR for treatment. If 

you see a bird on the ground as 

the result of a window strike, 

protect the bird and if the bird 

hasn't revived within 30 to 60 

minutes, bring to WBR 

immediately.    

If you find a bird that does not have feathers - this is a 

hatchling or nestling and the Call Center member will 

discuss strategies.  Observe the bird undetected to 

determine if parents are in the area feeding the bird. 

A bird with feathers, down on the ground, hopping 

around is probably a fledgling learning to fly.  Once 

again it’s critical to determine if the parents are 

feeding the bird.   

General guidelines to observe 

regardless of the age of the 

bird are:  keep the bird warm, 

keep the bird safe from pets, 

don’t feed the bird or give the 

bird water. 

Remember the Call Center 

team is available to assist and 

educate. We share a goal to 

provide the best possible 

outcome for the bird.  If 

you’re interested in joining the Call Center team, email 

wildbirdrehabilitation@gmail.com with “join the 

phone team” as the subject and we will contact you. 

Training is provided. For more information, see 

www.wildbirdrehab.org/help-ifoundabird/. 

mailto:wildbirdrehabilitation@gmail.com
http://www.wildbirdrehab.org/help-ifoundabird/


 

Calendar of Events
Tour WBR, During August, 9624 Midland Blvd. See the inner workings of the only native 
wild songbird rehabilitation center in Missouri on any of these Saturdays:  August 
4,11,18 and 25 between 10 am and 2 pm.  No reservations required. 
 
25th Anniversary Trivia Night & Silent Auction, Friday December 7, Kirkwood Community 

Center. Save the date for this annual event which is WBR's major fundraiser of the year. 
Visit www.wildbirdrehab.org/trivia-registration/ to reserve a table or congratulate 
WBR. 
 

Thank you, Sam Pritchett and the Eagle Scouts for the impressive three 
chamber aviary which will allow birds to exercise vertically.  
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Eagles Helping Songbirds 

Wild Bird Rehabilitation would like to congratulate and thank 

Sam Pritchett for completing his Eagle Scout Project with us. 

He built a three chamber aviary which is focused on vertical 

flight exercise. This will help assist WBR in conditioning birds 

before release.  

An Eagle Scout Project must have design and leadership 

components. Scouts must organize work groups and make 

sure they keep everyone on task. These projects help WBR in 

many ways and can be worth thousands of dollars, which the 

scout solicits in donations. 

This year WBR and friends will place over 150 songbird nest 

boxes built by the Eagle Scouts. A Scout is currently creating 

an audio, visual social media project, which will help WBR to 

educate the public about the importance and needs of songbirds. We have another aviary being built that will be placed at 

WBR’s Foley property along with four picnic tables all built by Eagle Scouts. The tables will help us with organized work groups 

at Foley (for their lunch breaks). Eagle scouts have helped WBR in so many ways through the years.  

If you know of any scouts working towards their Eagle Scout Award, please have them contact us. We have a lot of projects that 

will help advance the mission of WBR!  

Thank You To Our Summer Interns! 
Staffing WBR with Volunteers during the summer month is always a challenge. 

We especially appreciate our summer interns who have provided invaluable 

assistance and dedicated their summer to WBR! They are being trained in all 

aspects of operations at WBR to provide them with a comprehensive background 

in wildlife rehabilitation. 

Jolena Pang (left) is a biology major at Washington University and previously 

volunteered - feeding baby birds with her mother. In addition, to caring for birds, 

Jolena intends to help WBR spread the word with social media. 

Sophie Marcinkiewicz (right) is a biology student at the University of Ohio, 

Dayton. She also volunteered in previous summers in conjunction with the St. 

Joseph Academy senior program. Sophie is planning a career in veterinarian 

medicine. 

We wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors! 

http://www.wildbirdrehab.org/trivia-registration/

